
 

 

 

 

 

4th February 2022 

 

Dear Parent/Carers 

 

We wanted to provide an update following the two partial closures this term and 

recent alterations in coronavirus systems of controls in the academy. We realise that 

some parents and carers feel disappointed when the decision is made to close a year 

group and a move to online learning is required to occur.  

 

This academic year we have attempted to establish an appropriate balance between 

the important systems of controls which reduce potential transmission of the 

coronavirus and a return to the wider elements of academy life. 

 

This year we have once again been able to provide, share and celebrate experiences 
and successes outside of the classroom. These have included: the return of domestic 

school trips, including the year 7 trip to Cinderella; rehearsals for the academy 

production of Matilda this Easter; student participation in the North Yorkshire 

Dance festivals; theatrical group performance of Dicken’s “A Christmas Carol”; 

North Yorkshire representation at Cross Country Championships and a busy 

sporting fixture calendar which includes success for some teams deep into the later 

stages of the County Cup competitions. 

  

The above is an indicator of how we have gently increased some elements of school 

community life but we have still retained a large number of the systems of control 

that reduce coronavirus transmission but are not an expectation of schools: 

 

• All classrooms continue to have front facing seating, with the exception of 

design technology workshops. 

• Students must use sanitisation stations before entrance to the academy and 

prior to entering the dining hall for lunch. 

• Sanitiser is available in every classroom. 

• Assemblies that occur as part of our usual programme are delivered virtually 

to students to avoid regular gathering in large numbers. 

• All large staff meetings occur virtually.  

 

From 27th January, nationally, the requirement for secondary school pupils to wear 

face coverings in corridors and communal areas was removed. As a precautionary 

measure we still expect staff in the Academy to continue to wear face coverings 

whilst in communal areas, students are invited to wear them should they wish to and 

many do.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

The removal of requirement for face coverings in schools however coincided with a 

greater expectation on Lateral Flow Device (LFD) testing and altered 

isolation periods. We strongly encourage all students to continue to take twice 

weekly LFD tests. All test results should be reported to NHS Test and Trace. 

Test kits can be collected from the Learning Managers’ or Attendance office and the 

academy has an ample supply of kits.  

 

Thank you, as always, for your support. We are pleased to report the increase 

during the previous two partial closures in engagement of online learning. The 

modifications we have made to our online learning provision were as a direct impact 

of student, parent and carer feedback. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 
 

W Pratt 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result?utm_source=14%20January%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19

